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Computer Security
Following up on my comments regarding online security a couple of months back, here is some information to keep around in case you think you get a computer virus.  I still highly recommend the (free and automatically updated) installation of Microsoft Security Essentials on every computer you use unless you have something better.
Here is some information from a recent online column:
Microsoft has launched a new, free virus/malware scanner, that's designed to be used if you think your computer might be infected.
The program is called the Microsoft Safety Scanner.  To use it, download the file from http://www.microsoft.com/security/scanner/en-us/default.aspx and then run it on your PC.  The app is portable, so doesn't need an installer.  When you run it, it will analyze your computer and detect, and remove, many of the most prevalent viruses.
Microsoft points out that this on-demand tool is not a substitute for a proper on-access antivirus product.  It's simply designed to be used in emergencies, such as if you think your computer may have a problem that has managed to sneak past your existing defences.  Also, note that the program automatically expires after 10 days, so if you want to run it regularly you'll need to keep downloading the latest version.
At first glance, Safety Scanner is a welcome addition to Microsoft's range of free security tools, of which its Security Essentials suite is probably the best known.  But at 67 MB for the download, for a program that expires after 10 days, we can't work out why it needs to be so huge.  McAfee offers a similar product, which is also free, called Stinger.  It doesn't expire after 10 days, can be downloaded from http://www.mcafee.com/us/downloads/free-tools/how-to-use-stinger.aspx, and runs to just a 7.7 MB download.



The Danger of Holding Cash
[image: http://farm1.static.flickr.com/186/419960139_c354d9ef76.jpg]

Of course, a stamp is now 46 cents, and the post office is near bankruptcy.


Investing Notes

I was asked a few times this month about whether I thought that commodity investments were too speculative and subject to large drops in prices.  My answer is that commodity prices are rising for three reasons: 

1)  people seeking to own "stuff" instead of paper currencies (inflation and currency devaluation fears)
2) speculation, euphoria
3) supply and demand,  a long term trend of the developing world seeking to be wealthy and needing tangible "stuff" and being willing to pay for it.  the supply side is constrained by geopolitical issues and environmental restrictions.

Certainly there is an element (2) that could cause a nice drop in prices (20%?), but numbers 1 and 3 portend a long term positive trend.  If we see a big drop in prices, I'd buy more.  There was an excellent column on this subject by Jeremy Grantham, a well know value investor.  If you'd like a copy, just let me know. 

Fidelity Statements

[bookmark: 1]Fidelity Investments eDelivery
On June 7, 2011, Fidelity Investments (Fidelity) will send an email asking for consent to enroll in the electronic delivery (eDelivery) of Trade Confirmations and Legal Documents (including Shareholder Material and Revised Account Profiles). You can either consent to enable eDelivery by selecting "I agree," or ignore the e-mail and continue to receive paper documents.
Please note that you can always log into Fidelity.com and choose to switch back to paper delivery at any time.
Random Notes
"What we see depends mainly on what we look for."
-John Lubbock
Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street with a bald head and a beer gut, and still think they are sexy. 
A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is where a train stops. On my desk, I have a work station. 
Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad. 

Steven Podnos MD, CFP® for Wealth Care LLC 6-1-2011
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