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    The internet has become an almost overwhelming source of information on virtually any topic.  However, this information can be both reliable or unreliable, or even just wrong.  Used correctly, the World Wide Web offers much in the way of financial information that can help you with investments as well as other financial concerns. Here are some sites that I find most useful, informative, and accurate.

     General Market Information:   Yahoo Finance (http://finance.yahoo.com/) is a true mother lode of information.  It can be customized to track your portfolios and offers constantly changing links to a variety of informative sources of financial news and education.  MSN MoneyCentral (http://moneycentral.msn.com/home.asp) and Smartmoney.com (http://www.smartmoney.com/) offer a regular selection of topical articles on investing and finance.  Both sites offer some fine columnists as well.
      More In-Depth News:  Bloomberg.com (http://www.bloomberg.com) steps up the information level  with a steady stream of news, analysis, and some of the best columnists around.  Amazing, it is free (along with the sites above).  The Economist magazine (http://www.economist.com) and Financial Times (http://www.ft.com) sites offer a more international view of the investing scene.  Much of the content on these two sites require a subscription.  The Wall Street Journal (http://www.wsj.com) and Barrons Magazine (www.barrons.com) are only available via subscription and are also highly recommended.  The Street.com (www.thestreet.com) is free and worth many visits, and related subscription sites RealMoney.com (www.realmoney.com) and Minyanville (www.minyanville.com) will interest the more avid investors.

     Specialized Sites:  For interest in Closed End Mutual Funds, I like the aptly named Closed End Funds.com (http://www.closed-endfunds.com/).  More on these type investments as well as the increasingly popular Exchange Traded Funds can be found at ETF Connect (http://www.etfconnect.com).  Morningstar (http://www.morningstar.com) offers both free and subscription plans with in-depth information on stocks, bonds and mutual funds.  Information on fixed income investments can be found at Investing in Bonds (http://investinginbonds.com) and Bonds Online (http://www.bondsonline.com).  www.IndexInvestor.com has a small yearly fee, but has a wealth of interesting and valuable advice for investing.
       Personal Finance:  Many of the sites mentioned already have articles concerning estate planning, insurance issues and other aspects of personal finance.  In addition, check out the Motley Fool (http://www.fool.com), which often offers a tongue in cheek, yet practical set of advice on financial concerns. Both the Financial Planning Association (http://www.fpanet.org/public/index.cfm) and the National Association of Personal Financial Advisors (http://www.napfa.org ) offer a number of  balanced articles on personal financial planning as well as a search function to find planning help.  The Vanguard Funds site (http://www.vanguard.com) offers a well developed section on financial planning and education.
      Blogs:  Blogs are a (usually daily) running commentary on various topics of interest, authored by both professionals and individuals.  Most have extensive links to article and news of interest.  Some of my favorite financial blogs are: Fast Company (http://blog.fastcompany.com)  , The Big Picture (http://bigpicture.typepad.com),Roger’s Big Picture (http://randomroger.blogspot.com/), The Kirk Report (www.thekirkreport.com), and the Asset Allocator (www.assetallocator.blogspot.com).
   These web sites offer a well rounded collection of financial information. Reviewing them is not essential to prudent investing, but interesting and potentially profitable.
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